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SKIING OR CLASS? 
ON A POWDER DAY THE 
DECISION SEEMS EASY
www.montanakaimin.com
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A University of Montana 
professor’s research suggests 
children who are consistent-
ly exposed to air pollution are 
more likely to develop neuro-
degenerative diseases like Alz-
heimer’s.
Lilian Calderón-Garcid-
ueñas, who teaches courses 
about use and abuse of drugs 
at UM, is conducting break-
through research with collab-
orators who found children in 
Mexico City who are exposed 
to pollutants are more likely to 
have a lower IQ.
Previous studies have 
shown that air pollutants en-
ter the brain both directly and 
indirectly and impact its met-
abolic performance. By doing 
MRIs, Calderón-Garcidueñas 
and her team have been able to 
detect structural changes in the 
brain.
Previous studies have shown 
that by the age of 11, children in 
Mexico have two major protein 
changes in the brain that are 
consistent with Alzheimer’s, 
and the changes grow more ob-
vious with age.
In Calderón-Garcidueñas’ 
most recent study, published in 
the “Journal of Alzheimer’s,” 
she selected children who car-
ry the ∑4 allele of a gene called 
apolipoprotein E (APOE), 
which is already known to in-
crease the chance of develop-
ing Alzheimer’s, and compared 
them with children who have 
the APOE ∑ 3 allele. Every per-
son inherits one allele, which is 
a variant form of a gene, from 
each of their parents.
“If you carry an apolipopro-
tein E allele ∑3 and one allele 
∑4, your risk for Alzheimer’s 
goes up two to three fold, but 
if you carry a ∑4, it goes up 
twelvefold to develop Alzhei-
Alzheimer’s 
connected to 
pollution
Erin Loranger
Montana Kaimin
Legislators’ private 
lives inform work
See ALZHEIMER’S, page 8
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Cooper Griffith catches some air on a slackline on The Oval on Tues-
day. “I’m just excited for the progression of the sport and how many 
people are doing it, especially in the past few years,” Griffith said.
Bethany Blitz/Montana Kaimin
Employees from a Dickey’s 
BBQ franchise in Billings called 
their boss when the cash regis-
ter went down in January, but 
he didn’t answer. He was busy.
“Of course I don’t check my 
phone in committee meetings,” 
said Rep. Don Jones (R-Billings), 
the owner of the restaurant, 
who was sitting in the joint ap-
propriations subcommittee on 
education in the Montana Leg-
islature at the time.
After the meeting, he saw 
the messages and missed calls.
It’s a feeling most in Mon-
tana’s citizen legislature know. 
They’re only politicians for 90 
days every two years, and out-
side of Helena, they have jobs 
and lives that influence their 
policy decisions and some-
times require their attention.
The 150 lawmakers work in 
more than a dozen different 
fields, according to the Legis-
lative Services office. Lawmak-
ers are also attorneys, farmers, 
ranchers, government employ-
ees and teachers.
Several own their own busi-
nesses, and some, like Jones, 
can’t afford to step away com-
pletely.
When the register went 
down at his restaurant, Jones 
had to call the company that 
runs his software.
He had a bill in committee 
that afternoon and U.S. Rep. 
Ryan Zinke (R-MT) would be 
speaking to a joint session of 
the legislature in about an hour.
“It was perfect timing,” 
Jones said.
Zinke’s speech gave him 
enough time to get the software 
company to solve the problem 
before Jones had to vote on bills 
on the floor.
Jones said he checks in with 
his staff whenever he can, usu-
ally every day. He also runs a 
marketing firm called Big Sky 
Loyalty, which runs text mes-
sage advertising programs for 
several businesses in Billings. 
That puts him in the largest 
employment category listed on 
the legislative site: business.
Sen. Llew Jones (R-Conrad) 
also owns several businesses 
and runs a ranch in Conrad. He 
has a car dealership and sever-
al tractor dealerships, as well as 
rental property.
After 12 years in the legis-
lature, he’s managed to find a 
balance to keep his ventures 
afloat. He goes home on week-
ends to do what he can, but re-
lies on others to handle daily 
operations.
“With a different crew, this 
would be a whole lot harder,” 
he said. “It’s all a function of 
who’s there.”
He said his sons and wife are 
able to take care of the car deal-
ership and ranch, and credits 
his business partner for han-
dling the tractor dealerships.
STRONG SHOWING FROM 
AGRICULTURE
A number of farmers and 
ranchers also occupy desks on 
the third floor of the Capitol.
Legislative services data 
says 22 lawmakers work in ag-
riculture, which includes peo-
ple on both sides of the aisle 
and some in the majority lead-
ership of both Houses.
Senate President Pro Tempo-
re Eric Moore (R-Miles City) has 
a ranch and a string of feedlots. 
Moore said he has as many as 
18,000 cows on his property at 
a time.
Like Llew Jones, Moore said it’s 
important to have good employ-
ees who can handle the workload 
while he’s away. But, unlike Llew 
Jones, who only has to drive about 
two hours to get home, he can’t 
make the six hour trek to Miles 
City every weekend.
Michael Wright
for the Montana Kaimin
See LEGISLATURE, page 5
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HIGH ON SCIENCE
How should we value science?
By Shibu Arens
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Science and the applicable results it achieves make good bedfellows 
with industry, and I support that.
I think it’s exciting and important that people find ways to apply sci-
ence and make money.
I think an important part of the value — and the point — of science 
is to better human life, and many industries that hold up our modern 
world do just that.
But applying a value-based attitude to science can lead to some dan-
gerous choices. When science is put on the chopping block based on an 
arbitrary judgement of value, we risk missing out on important findings.
When the potential profit from an experiment decides whether it is 
done, we fail to take into account the complexity and surprising nature 
of scientific achievement. We forget many things that are valuable and 
profitable today came into their own decades after first being discovered 
or hypothesized by maverick scientists.
We view scientific progress as positive and linear, but it often isn’t.
There are cases where profit and science should never mix, and cases 
where some programs deserved funding more than another scientist’s 
vanity project.
I think the International Space Station is a beautiful and symbolic hu-
man outpost in space, yet according to National Medal of Science recip-
ient Steven Weinberg, it hasn’t produced any useful science and could 
have been developed less expensively as an unmanned craft.
The questions of how and whether to value science are ones many 
scientists are probably feeling in a personal way. They are eyeing shrink-
ing grant opportunities and defending the importance of their research 
against review boards and politicians, while still attempting to do good 
work.
It’s easy to cast company executives and politicians as the villains in 
this drama. In a world where the richest man is worth $79.3 billion and 
the capital of some companies rivals that of small nations, it’s sickening 
to see important work go unfunded.
But, as any economist would point out, there isn’t an unlimited sup-
ply of money, and there’s a virtually unlimited supply of problems.
In the real world, we need to have a system in place to decide what is 
worthwhile and what isn’t.
Scientific rigor is a good initial requirement; if the work is done rig-
orously, it is worth more than if it is done sloppily. If all the steps of the 
scientific method are followed honestly, we have as good a guarantee as 
we can get that it is useful.
But the scientific method alone isn’t enough to dole out millions of 
dollars. The committees doing the budgeting tend to be made up mostly 
of non-scientists, who don’t necessarily understand the nuances of sci-
entific rigor.
Sometimes we can’t easily define the “value” of an idea. The world is 
big and complex, and it’s nearly impossible to look at all the possibilities 
and estimate how valuable they are. But that’s fine. We can live with 
that. We should look at the strong historical record science has when it 
comes to making tangible improvements in life and business. Some of 
the things we’re learning right now that we have no idea what to do with 
will likely be the foundation of businesses in the future.
Science has been a good investment until now, and I think it’s safe to 
say it will continue to be.  
shiva-nandan.arens@umontana.edu
@shibuarens
FOURTH AND 26
The Big Sky screwjob
By Jesse Flickinger
Sports
It’s pretty clear to me: Travis 
DeCuire got screwed.
The first-year men’s head bas-
ketball coach is flirting with win-
ning the Big Sky title in his rookie 
year on the job. He’s doing this 
with a team that was picked to fin-
ish in the middle of the conference 
after losing most of its star power, 
and he’s put Montana at the top.
DeCuire’s taken some un-
known pieces, thrown them into 
his offensive system, weathered 
some bumps in the road and still 
come out of the regular season as 
conference champs.
So tell me, Big Sky, how is he 
not Coach of the Year? Or, hell, 
since now we’re in favor of run-
ning co-titles, how is he not even a 
Co-Big Sky Coach of the Year?
I understand there have been 
some great coaching jobs in the 
Big Sky this year, so it’s not like he’s 
been without competition.
Eastern Washington’s Jim Hay-
ford has the Eagles’ basketball 
team buzzing for the first time in 
decades after leading his team to 
23 wins and a share of the regu-
lar season title (and don’t get me 
started on how Tyler Harvey, the 
nation’s leading scorer, isn’t at least 
Big Sky MVP). So I guess I can un-
derstand throwing Hayford some 
credit.
Then there’s Sacramento State 
head coach Brian Katz who has 
also done relatively the same thing 
for the Hornets’ basketball pro-
gram. Katz has rode Big Sky MVP 
Mikh McKinney toward the top 
of the Big Sky standings to give 
Sacramento State its first winning 
season since the early ‘90s. So Katz 
deserves some credit too.
The problem for me here is that 
Hayford is now 63-62 in his four 
seasons with Eastern Washington, 
and Katz is 75-127 in his seventh 
season with Sacramento State.
DeCuire is hosting the Big Sky 
Tournament in his first year. 
Neither of them picked up the 
pieces of a program after its eight-
year head coach left for greener 
pastures, whose two leading re-
turning scorers from the past sea-
son combined to average just 20 
points a game, and turned them 
into a show.
DeCuire has also proven in 
his system that almost any given 
player on his bench can go off in a 
night. Hayford’s and Katz’s teams 
finished second and third in the 
conference — as they should’ve in 
the Coach of the Year vote.
DeCuire gave up only four loss-
es in conference play and had the 
Griz put Boise State and California 
on the ropes in overtime games. 
I certainly respect both Hayford 
and Katz accomplishments, espe-
cially Hayford for leading EWU to 
a win against Indiana, but the Big 
Sky got this one wrong.
DeCuire proved he didn’t view 
his rookie year as a learning expe-
rience. The rest of Missoula will be 
able to see why in the final men’s 
BSC Tournament in a non-neutral 
site.
Why? Because DeCuire can 
coach.  
jesse.flickinger@umontana.edu
@JJFlickinger
Did you catch Tweedy at the Top Hat last night? If you didn’t, stay tuned for a photo spread in Friday’s Kaimin!
Evan Frost / @efrostee / Montana Kaimin
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ASUM heard two major pre-
sentations at their meeting last 
night regarding textbook solu-
tions from Rafter360 and the 
proposal for shortening winter 
break.
After public comment, As-
sociate Provost Nathan Lindsay 
and Associate Vice President for 
Enrollment and Student Success 
Sharon O’Hare spoke about the 
Rafter360 proposal.
Rafter360 is a textbook solu-
tions program that would incor-
porate textbook expenses with 
tuition costs. Lindsay said each 
student would pay $252.
“We would like you to become 
as informed as possible to make 
a good decision as we bring this 
back to you sometime in the next 
month,” Lindsay said.
O’Hare said some students at 
UM received their financial aid 
refund after the third week of 
school last fall, making purchas-
ing textbooks difficult.
“To me those 1,400 students 
hanging out there without a re-
fund check are needing to make 
decisions between paying their 
rent, buying food and buying 
textbooks,” O’Hare said. “On 
the hierarchy of needs, food and 
lodging will always come before 
textbooks. Although, as a stu-
dent, having a textbook in hand 
on the first day of class is a huge 
contribution to being successful 
in that class.”
O’Hare also said the finan-
cial aid office at UM calculates 
the cost of attendance every two 
years. Two years ago the average 
cost of textbooks was $950 for two 
semesters. Last week, the average 
was found to be $1,400.
Next, Provost Perry Brown 
came forward with the propos-
al to shorten UM’s winter break, 
which he said was possibly one 
of the longest in the country. The 
earliest the proposal could go 
into effect is the 2016-17 academic 
year.
Brown said the long winter 
break affects retention rates at 
UM. O’Hare contributed, and 
said original freshmen enroll-
ment decreases by 10 percent.
Student opportunities to trav-
el and study abroad would not 
be affected, Brown said, and 
winter session would primarily 
offer classes that aren’t available 
during spring or fall semesters.
“The primary emphasis would 
be on courses and student experi-
ences that are not offered in the 
fall, spring and summer terms,” 
Brown said. “The other piece of 
the emphasis, which is import-
ant to many faculty members, is 
there would also be a focus on re-
search, creative scholarship and 
outreach activities that can occur, 
because this is a time for writing 
National Science Foundation pro-
posals and things like that.”
Brown also said he doesn’t 
want to change commencement 
date at UM because it could con-
flicts with Montana State Uni-
versity and Montana Teck grad-
uation dates. The current date 
allows parents with studetns at 
two of the universities to attend 
both ceremonies.
There is also an idea to start 
fall semester later, which would 
end classes a week before Christ-
mas, rather than two weeks.
Brown said the Provost’s office 
wants input from students, and is 
accepting emails with ideas and 
suggestions at provost@umon-
tana.edu.
merideth.demarois@umontana.edu
@meridemarois
ASUM discusses shorter winter break, textbook costs
Meri DeMarois
Montana Kaimin
Lawmakers are considering 
a bill that would increase abor-
tion regulations based on the 
disputed notion that a fetus can 
feel pain after the 20th week of 
pregnancy.
Republican Rep. Albert Olsze-
wski of Kalispell brought the bill 
before the House Human Ser-
vices Committee on Wednesday.
House Bill 479 would require 
the use of fetal anesthesia for 
abortions and other surgeries 
after 20 weeks of pregnancy. It 
would require that doctors per-
form tests to determine the ges-
tational age of a fetus before an 
abortion and would fine and/or 
jail doctors who do not comply.
Supporters say the measure 
protects a fetus from feeling 
pain. Opponents say it would 
erode abortion access because 
women may have to travel far-
ther and pay more for abortions.
The committee did not take 
immediate action on the bill.
Lawmakers 
consider bill to 
increase abortion 
regulations
Associated Press
‘To me those 
1,400 students 
hanging out there 
without a refund 
check are needing 
to make decisions 
between paying 
their rent, buying 
food and buying 
textbooks. On 
the hierarchy of 
needs, food and 
lodging will always 
come before 
textbooks.’
Sharon O’Hare
Associate Vice President  of 
Enrollment Student Success
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H
e couldn’t keep up.  The altitude was 
finally getting to him, and the 
last 500 feet may as well have 
been 500 miles. But as the team went 
on, University of Montana senior 
Blake Votilla sat down on the side of 
the volcano and watched the sun rise 
over the Amazon Basin. Even though 
he wasn’t going to summit the nearly 
19,000 foot peak, the view beat sitting 
in class where he was supposed to be.
Since moving to Montana in 2010, 
Votilla has gained a reputation as one 
of the best mountaineers, backcountry 
skiers and mountain bikers on cam-
pus, and maybe in Missoula — all 
while still maintaining a high GPA. 
It’s Wednesday afternoon and Vo-
tilla is hungry again.  His wild black 
hair sticks out in all directions as he 
eats a sandwich.
Food doesn’t seem to sustain him 
anymore. Instead it just seems to ab-
sorb straight into his tall, lean frame.
He’s had a whirlwind weekend af-
ter climbing Mt. Rainier, meeting with 
a sponsor, then heading back to Rain-
ier to interview for a climbing guide 
position. 
The mountains of the West are his 
playground, and stand in stark con-
trast to his hometown of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.
In the dense brush of the East Coast 
he felt confined. A lack of National 
Forests limited recreation options, but 
when a friend returned from a trip to 
Missoula, he had to check out the West 
for himself.
“I saw it was literally surrounded 
by mountains and National Forest, 
which was huge for me,” he said. “So 
I was like, ‘Wow, I can be free in Mon-
tana.’”
The idea of moving out West nev-
er seemed plausible in the past, but at 
18 years old he seized the opportunity 
Montana offered and flew out to visit 
UM.
While exploring the campus alone, 
he stumbled onto the M trail, and after 
a quick hike up he was hooked. 
“I saw the M and I was like, ‘Man, I 
need to go up there,’” he said. “At the 
time that was a breathtaking, stun-
ning view. I had never seen anything 
like that.”
His hike up the M was just a step-
ping stone into a world filled with 
high peaks, he just didn’t know it yet.
“Even back then, I was never think-
ing, ‘Oh, I want to 
climb Mt. Rainier, 
go to Alaska or Ec-
uador,’” he said. “It’s 
always just been one step at a time. I 
would go up Sentinel every day, and 
when that wasn’t enough, it was like, 
‘I love the Bitterroot Mountains,’ so 
I’d go in them every day, and then it 
became the Mission Mountains, then 
Glacier and now I’m more interested 
in going international.”
Votilla’s ski experiences back in 
Pennsylvania almost seem laughable 
now. His skills in the backcountry 
took off after joining the University’s 
backcountry club, where he met long-
time ski partner Nicholas Fry.
Fry said Votilla’s positive attitude fu-
eled him up hills, despite clunky, heavy 
gear.
“He fell in love with the snow,” Fry 
said. “Backcountry was the way for 
him.”
Fry said while Votilla used to lag be-
hind, he can now go uphill three times 
as fast.
“He does offseason training, but I 
can’t even say offseason, because there 
is no offseason for him,” Fry said.
While taking a year off from school 
to become a state resident, Votilla was 
broke and couldn’t afford to pay for a 
lift ticket. He then realized, with the Bit-
terroots in his backyard, he didn’t have 
to pay to ski.
 “I like backcountry skiing better 
anyways,” Votilla said “And I have this 
entire Bitterroot Mountain Range to ex-
plore.”
In the mountains he found challeng-
es and independence that weren’t avail-
able at resorts.
“It’s like more of a puzzle and I feel a 
lot more in the moment, more connect-
ed to the mountain,” he said. “And you 
have so many more options. If I’m mo-
tivated enough, I could go somewhere 
completely different everyday in the 
winter.”
He’s very motivated, and his 
accomplishments have even garnered 
him attention from sponsors.
He receives boxes of Hammer nu-
trition products. He has also signed 
on with Big Sky Brewing Company 
through their grassroots athlete pro-
gram and receives free beer and money 
to buy new equipment. 
Any day he’s not at school, there’s a 
good chance he’s in the mountains look-
ing for a new ski line or a new peak to 
stand on, constantly posting pictures of 
ski lines that would terrify most people, 
while others toil in 
class.
“He’s got an im-
pressive resume,” 
said backcountry 
partner Keith McGlothlin. “It’s kind of 
like, ‘When do you go to school?’”
Somehow, he still manages. Majoring 
in geography, he keeps his grades high 
enough to make the dean’s list, and 
that’s after taking two weeks off to ski 
volcanoes in Ecuador.
Votilla is on pace to graduate next fall 
and enter the “real world,” something 
he has misgivings about. He knows 
his geography major could very well 
put him in front of a computer screen 
for hours at a time. He hopes to balance 
indoor work without losing too much 
time in the mountains. 
But on the slopes of the volcano in Ec-
uador, he had no regrets about stopping 
short of the summit, nor did he regret 
missing class. He looked to the east and 
watched as the first hints of sunlight 
touched the Amazon Basin 16,000 feet 
below. He was exactly where he want-
ed to be, where he needed to be: outside 
and in the mountains.
cavan.williams@umontana.edu
@caveman894
Skipping class to ski the pass
cavan williams
“He does offseason training, but I can’t even say offseason, 
because there is no offseason for him” - Nicholas Fry
Top: Blake Votilla 
skies down the 
Cowboy Trans-
verse, a ridgeline 
located in the Bit-
terroot Mountains 
near Trapper Peak. 
Left: Blake Votilla 
hikes up Gem Lake 
Couloir near Trap-
per Peak, located 
in the Bitterroot 
Mountains. 
Photos courtesy: 
Blake Votilla
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After nearly six months of 
renovation, UM Dining’s latest 
restaurant, The Iron Griz, will 
open its doors next Monday.
Last summer UM Dining 
looked into renovating the Uni-
versity of Montana Golf Course 
clubhouse. In October, UM 
Dining began making the ren-
ovations, Kate Slack, assistant 
director of UM Dining, said. 
The main construction is done, 
but final touches are still being 
made, she said. 
“I think this is a great oppor-
tunity for students to get a new 
venue to relax,” she said.
The Iron Griz intends to 
provide a location for students 
that’s more than just a food 
court, Slack said. The restaurant 
will include a bar that will serve 
local beer and wine. The main 
entrées are mostly burgers and 
sandwiches, but they will also 
serve salads and a variety of ap-
petizers.
One of the main draws to The 
Iron Griz is that students can use 
their food plans and Bear Bucks 
at the restaurant because it’s a 
branch of UM Dining. However, 
they will not be able to purchase 
alcohol with either system. 
The renovation contractors 
brought in local wood from trees 
killed by pine beetles to make 
the bar top and the tables used 
in the resturant. Diners will 
notice where the beetles carved 
into the wood, which looks simi-
lar to the design of ant farms. All 
the wood was brought in from 
within roughly 20 miles of the 
school, Sam Belanger, director 
of marketing for UM, said.  Once 
the restaurant opens they also 
plan to get a large percentage of 
the produce they use from the 
UM gardens and other sources 
within the state.
The restaurant will open 
March 13 for a closed group to 
test the new menu. 
With the family housing near-
by, the proximity to the bus stop 
and all of the students renting in 
the neighborhood, Slack hopes 
that students will be drawn to 
the location.
“We’re hoping the students 
come out,” Slack said. “The 
whole point of doing this is for 
the students, especially those in 
the area.”
It’s not just for golfers, Slack 
said. The restaurant is set to be 
open year-round, and she hopes 
it will provide a welcoming at-
mosphere for all students. 
Sophomore Elizabeth Grif-
fin said she hadn’t heard much 
about the renovations, and said 
the only reason she knew any-
thing about it was because she 
passes it while running.
“I really like the idea,” Griffin 
said. “I think it’s a great move by 
the University.”
Griffin said that when she 
went to school at the Universi-
ty of Oregon, the campus area 
had multiple restaurants that 
worked with the university and 
the student meal plan.
So far one full-time employ-
ee, one short-term employee 
and 12 students are employed 
through The Iron Griz. Depend-
ing on the strength of student 
response, they may hire more 
staff members.
The restaurant’s typical 
hours will be Monday–Friday 
from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. When the 
golf course opens in April, how-
UM golf course gets restaurant 
Dakota Wharry
Montana Kaimin
ever,  the restaurant will be open 
seven days a week with earlier 
opening hours. 
dakota.wharry@umontana.edu
@dwharry12396
The Iron Griz, UM Dining’s newest restaurant, will open its doors on Monday. The menu will consist of burgers, 
sandwiches, salads and appetizers. 
Sam Belanger for the Montana Kaimin
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“It’s really hard for me to get 
home,” Moore said.
FROM LAWYERS TO LOGGERS
Five legislators work in gov-
ernment at different levels, in-
cluding Rep. Mary Ann Dun-
well, (D-Helena).
Dunwell, a former journal-
ist, is on leave without pay from 
her spot as the public informa-
tion officer for the Department 
of Revenue. The Department 
of Revenue is the third govern-
ment agency she’s worked for in 
Montana.
She said her work there has 
been a great advantage as she 
examines tax bills during the 
legislative session. When people 
have questions about tax poli-
cies, she can explain them.
“I get taxes,” she said. “I un-
derstand them.”
Of course, she’s one of only a 
few who get to step away from 
their jobs completely.
Rep. Steve Fitzpatrick, 
(R-Great Falls) manages to get 
some work done during his 
scant amount of free time in 
Helena. He is one of 12 lawyers 
serving in the legislature this 
session. A partner in a law firm, 
he mostly works on insurance 
defense cases. Others in his 
firm pick up what he can’t do, 
but there are some things he 
can’t completely let go.
Sen. Pat Connell (R-Ham-
ilton) is a lifelong logger. He’s 
worked in the private sector au-
diting timber inventory trans-
fers for decades, and during the 
first part of the legislative ses-
sion he was working on a proj-
ect in the Bitterroot Valley.
He counts the logs at the be-
ginning and end of the transfer, 
after they’ve moved a few miles 
down the road. He makes sure 
all of the logs made it to their 
new home, and he said his ex-
perience is important to those 
types of deals.
“Bankers do not understand 
what a log looks like,” Connell 
said. “That’s why I am there.”
But possibly the most stag-
gering workload belongs to 
Rep. Gordon Pierson (D-Deer 
Lodge). Pierson, the persistently 
upbeat second term lawmaker, 
is a nurse. After about 20 years 
working in a sawmill in Deer 
Lodge, he decided to go back to 
school and become a nurse.
He’s worked at a hospital in 
Anaconda for about two years, 
and during the session manages 
to get to Anaconda twice a week 
to work 12-hour night shifts. He 
leaves Helena by 5 p.m. and is 
at work by 7 p.m. By 10 the next 
morning he’s back at the Capi-
tol.
When asked how he can 
pull that off, he said a “com-
plete lack of sleep.” Sometimes 
he has to leave long committee 
meetings to get to work on time, 
but he said he’s able to keep up 
through online recordings, and 
finds ways to stay positive de-
spite the long hours.
“It’s all mental,” he said. “It’s 
mind over matter.”
michael.wright@umontana.edu
@mj_wright1
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After a wild finish to the 
season that ended with a share 
of the regular season title, the 
University of Montana men’s 
basketball team will host the Big 
Sky Conference 
T o u r n a m e n t 
T h u r s d a y –
Saturday in 
Dahlberg Arena.
Head coach 
Travis DeCuire 
and the Griz 
will open their 
postseason run 
at 8 p.m. against 
rival Weber 
State, making 
this their third 
meeting of the 
season. Montana 
downed the 
Wildcats 74-63 
in that meeting, 
with senior 
Jordan Gregory 
finishing with 15 points, five 
rebounds and four assists.
Coming into the season pre-
dicted to finish eighth in con-
ference, Gregory and the Griz 
now find themselves with the 
biggest target on their back as 
the hosts. It’s not a new feeling 
for Montana, as they hosted the 
2011-2012 and 2012-2013 tourna-
ments.
If Montana indeed goes on to 
win it all, it will be their third 
BSC title in four years.
While there’s no doubt that 
the team has postseason expe-
rience, Big Sky Newcomer of 
the Year Martin Breunig will 
suit up for his first go at the 
crown.
“I’m really 
excited to get 
out there. The 
team has talked 
about the atmo-
sphere and what 
it can be like,” 
Breunig said. “I 
haven’t gotten 
to see Griz Na-
tion in tourna-
ment action yet, 
so I can’t wait to 
feel the electrici-
ty of Missoula.”
Breunig fin-
ished the season 
averaging 16.6 
points and 6.9 
rebounds per 
game. He was 
thrilled with the dedication his 
team showed en route to finish-
ing first in conference, holding 
the tiebreaker against Eastern 
Washington to give them tour-
nament hosting rights.
“We definitely worked hard 
on our spot and we are proud 
of it,” Breunig said. “But this 
tournament is what we’ve 
really been preparing for all 
season.”
Gregory spoke of his 
team’s ability to focus on their 
endgame, and said earlier 
perceptions of the team were 
used as fuel to get to where 
they are.
“It means a lot coming from 
where we started,” Gregory 
said. “With a new coach and 
new players, a lot of people had 
low expectations for us, and we 
proved them wrong. We hope 
to keep proving them wrong.”
A former Grizzly and NBA 
player who may know a thing 
or two about Jordan Gregory 
and winning championships is 
point guard Will Cherry. Cher-
ry spoke on his former team-
mate and the energy that comes 
with hosting the tournament.
“Jordan is focused on win-
ning it all, I can guarantee it,” 
Cherry said. “Nobody comes 
into Dahlberg and beats us, it’s 
that simple. He knows the at-
mosphere, and with him being 
the leader he is, it’s all on him.”
Cherry thinks Dahlberg is in 
for quite a show.
“Fans should be excited 
to see what he’s about to do 
because he has evolved into a 
great player for the University 
and managed to bring the 
tournament back to the Zoo,” 
Cherry said. “People know 
what time it is when the 
tourney comes to the 406, and 
trust me, they’re ready to rock 
that joint.”  
joshua.thomas@umontana.edu
@thejt_
Ready to rock: Men’s Big Sky Conference Tournament hits Missoula
Josh Thomas
Montana Kaimin
quick hits
• The Griz men have won 
the BSC Tournament 
four of the six times 
they’ve hosted.
• The host of the 
tournament has won 
the championship the 
past four seasons.
• Montana had the best 
scoring defense in 
the conference during 
the regular season, 
allowing an average of 
66.8 points per game.
players to watch
Jordan Gregory  – Undoubtedly the court 
general for Montana, Gregory will be looking 
to put on a show throughout the tournament. 
Finishing the season with an average of 16.8 
points per game, Gregory could be in store 
for a couple high-scoring games after finishing 
the regular season first team All-Big Sky.
Martin Breunig – After Gregory leaves this 
season, the spotlight will turn to Breunig to 
lead the Griz. After winning Newcomer of 
the Year, Breunig could continue to build 
on his already impressive resume this 
tournament. The German Giant averaged 
nearly seven boards a game, and gives 
the Griz an inside presence unlike one 
they’ve had ithe past few seassons.
Mario Dunn – Dunn has been the X-factor for 
the Griz this season. The Oakland native can 
virtually do it all, averaging nine points, nearly four 
rebounds and leading the team in assists, with 
115 for the season. He’s caught others’ attention, 
being named as an honorable mention to the 
All-Big Sky team as a sophomore this season.
Lexie Brenneis may lead the 
Grizzlies in both hitting and on-
base percentage, but her impor-
tance to coach Jamie Pinkerton’s 
team extends far beyond that.
Brenneis, a freshman from 
Delta, British Columbia, is also 
the starting catcher for Montana, 
meaning she fills one of the most 
important defensive positions 
on the field.
“What I like for my catch-
er to be is to be an extension of 
the coaching staff on the field,” 
Pinkerton said. “They’re relay-
ing signs from the dugout on 
defensive sets…and they relay 
the signs on what pitches we’re 
throwing and location, so it’s 
real important to have someone 
who can do that with ease.”
Brenneis, who’s been catching 
for her entire career, said that she 
takes pride in her defense above 
everything else.
“In softball, hitting is such an 
individual thing,” Brenneis said. 
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“I like being on the field with my 
whole team, getting that chance 
to command and help my pitch-
er succeed as well.”
Because catchers are involved 
in the game on almost every 
play, their defensive responsi-
bility extends far beyond leader-
ship.  They have to block pitches 
in the dirt, throw out runners 
trying to steal and frame close 
pitches to try to steal strikes for 
their pitcher.
Pinkerton said that Brenneis 
is showing progress in these as-
pects of the game.
“The biggest thing is probably 
her (lack of) experience and the 
speed of the game right now,” 
Pinkerton said. “Overall, passed 
balls and wild pitches have been 
cut down since the first weekend 
… but there’s always work to be 
done.”
Brenneis agrees that her work 
behind the plate still needs pol-
ishing.
“I know I can be a better 
leader for my team,” Brenneis 
said. “I know I can always block 
that one ball that gets past. I 
can always throw out that girl 
running to second.”
Defense is only half the rea-
son Brenneis has established 
herself as the starter for the Griz, 
though.  Her offensive contribu-
tions include a .393 batting aver-
age, .453 on-base percentage and 
16 RBIs, all team-leading marks.
She’s been on a roll lately, with 
back-to-back three-hit games 
against Pacific on Feb. 28 and 
Mar. 1 kicking off a seven-game 
hitting streak during which she’s 
posted a scorching .520 batting 
average with 10 RBIs.
Brenneis said that her catch-
ing experience helps at the plate 
as well.
“Just being a catcher helps a 
lot -- knowing a pitcher’s look 
when they release different 
pitches,” Brenneis said. “Oth-
erwise I’m just looking for my 
pitch.  They have three chances 
to get you out so just look for 
your pitch and you’re bound to 
get it at least once.”
Pinkerton, who feels that 
Brenneis has some of the best 
raw power on the team, also 
praised her hitting approach.
“She does a good job adjust-
ing at the plate,” Pinkerton said. 
“We can all get better but I think 
she’s very disciplined.”
Although the Grizzlies have 
struggled early in the season, 
posting a 4-15 record so far, 
Brenneis feels like their hard 
work will pay off later in the sea-
son as they transition to confer-
ence play.
“We’re super excited for our 
conference season,” Brenneis 
said, “and I just expect all of 
Montana to see us on top when 
it comes to the end of the sea-
son because I truly think that’s 
where we deserve to be.”
andrew.houghton@umontana.edu
@angryandrew11
Double duty: Brenneis emerging as two-way star for Griz softball
Andrew Houghton
for the Montana Kaimin
Freshman starting catcher Lexie Brenneis, one of the team’s leading 
hitters, has Montana’s highest batting average at .393. The Griz will travel 
to Fresno, Calif., to compete in the Fresno State Classic this weekend.
Loren Benoit/Montana Kaimin
In the final game of the open-
ing round of the women’s Big 
Sky Conference tournament, the 
No. 1-seeded University of Mon-
tana Lady Griz beat the No. 8 
Idaho State Bengals, 69-67.
Seniors Kellie Rubel and Mag-
gie Rickman led the Lady Griz in 
scoring, both dropping 16 points 
apiece, and pulling in 12 and sev-
en rebounds respectively.
Montana started the game 
on an 18-3 run over the first 
eight minutes. The Lady Griz 
stretched the lead to 21 points 
with just under nine minutes left 
in the first half, but ISU didn’t go 
away.
The Bengals went on an 8-0 
run of their own, ultimately go-
ing into halftime trailing 39-26.
After shooting 55 percent over 
the first 20 minutes, the second 
half was an entirely different sto-
ry for the Lady Griz.
Montana only had two play-
ers, Rickman and sophomore 
Kayleigh Valley, make a field 
goal in the first 13 minutes of the 
second half. ISU junior guard 
Apiphany Woods, who had a 
game-high 32 points, willed her 
team back into the game.
Woods hit a 3-pointer and 
got fouled on another, making 
all three free-throws, to cut the 
Montana lead to single digits. 
Two quick lay-ins brought the 
Bengals within two, 69-67, with 
1.8 seconds left.  
The Bengals nearly forced an-
other turnover on the ensuing 
inbounds pass, but after further 
review, a jump-ball was called 
with 0.3 seconds left. McCalle 
Feller ran out the clock to pre-
serve the win for Montana 69-67.
The Lady Griz move on to 
the semifinal game Friday night 
against Eastern Washington.  
kolby.kickingwoman@umontana.edu
@KDKW_406
Lady Griz hold on to 
win 69-67 against ISU
Kolby Kickingwoman
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ENTERTAINMENT
Sing-A-Long Fiddler on the Roof 
at the Roxy Theater on March 
14th at 4:00 pm!  Hoseted by 
UM Hillel.  $8/Student; $10/
non-student.  Cash/check only. 
HELP WANTED
Travel Company seeking outgoing 
models to portray collegian and 
entrepreneurial interns. For info 
call 945-2027
Parks & Recreation Seasonal 
Positions:  Aquatics, Recreation. 
Descriptions at www.ci.missoula.
mt.us/jobs or Currents Aquatics 
Center, 600 Cregg, McCormick 
Park. Lifeguarding classes start 
4/6.www.missoulaparks.org.
Missoula’s StoneCreek Lodge 
is NOW HIRING for PT & FT 
positions including front desk, 
housekeeping, breakfast, shuttle 
driver, night audit & houseperson. 
Morning, evening, & night shifts 
available. Competitive wages.
 Drug-free workplace. Apply in 
person at 5145 Airway Blvd. 
Missoula.
Wanted!  Put your job where your
 heart is.  Now hiring work study.  
Jeanette Rankin Peace Center.  $9/
hour suzyhampton@yahoo.com
SERVICES
M&M Driving School private 
lessons 317-3272
PC and Apple Repair Free 
Diagnosis Blocks from Campus 
www.firstsolution.com 
(406) 540-1969
Cheap Charley's Mini Storage, 
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full 
month free with 3 months up 
front. Option 2) 5% Griz Discount 
off regular price with Free signup 
fee! U-Haul rental also available. 
(406) 721-7277
TODAY IN HISTORY 
On this day in 1993, Janet Reno 
was sworn in as the first female 
attorney general of the U.S..
mer’s,” she said.
She found that children who 
were carrying the allele ∑4 with the 
greater risk factor for Alzheimer’s 
had an IQ 10 points lower than the 
average. Their IQ score is still con-
sidered normal, which is import-
ant in predicting how a student 
will do academically, as well as in 
cognitive performance.
“That kid is not going to be la-
beled as an Alzheimer’s patient. 
Obviously it’s going to take sever-
al decades for that kid to develop 
what we know as physicians ful-
fills the criteria for dementia,” she 
said.
Calderón-Garcidueñas said 
it was easy to study children in 
Mexico City because there aren’t 
as many different ethnic groups as 
there are in the U.S., and children 
eat and exercise similarly and have 
a consistent school curriculum.
Calderón-Garcidueñas said 126 
million Americans are exposed 
to pollution everyday. She said it’s 
expected that 30 to 40 million peo-
ple will be diagnosed with Alz-
heimer’s by 2050. Other research-
ers have connected relationships 
between air pollution and suicide, 
she said.
To fund research and publish-
ing, she works with collaborators 
outside the U.S. from countries 
such as Mexico, Germany and 
Canada. Alzheimer’s research is 
happening all over the world, but 
no one else is doing research like 
Calderón-Garcidueñas and her 
team.
ALZHEIMER’S
From page 1
As a physician and researcher, 
Calderón-Garcidueñas said her 
goal is to help people, but she is 
limited by a lack of funding. She 
spends months writing grants 
each year to the National Institutes 
of Health, but she hasn’t received 
any support.
In her office, there is a bill for 
$275 to check the fume hood, a cab-
inet ventilation system she uses in 
her lab to control what her experi-
ments are exposed to.
“I have to pay that from my 
purse,” she said. “There is no mon-
ey.”
“Everybody is talking about 
Alzheimer’s, but the money isn’t 
coming to us,” she said.
Beckie Christiaens, director of 
academic budgets and personnel, 
said UM never expects faculty 
to pay for job-related items out of 
their own pockets. However, facul-
ty who work at UM specifically to 
research must have funding lined 
up before they are hired.
“They receive an offer letter 
that’s contingent on funding that 
you have to obtain,” Christiaens 
said.
If a faculty member has a 
contract with UM that is part 
tenure-line teaching and part re-
search, having a grant is important 
for staying full-time.
“If those grants go away then 
that faculty member is going to 
only be employed for half-time,” 
she said.
Richard Bridges, chair of bio-
medical and pharmaceutical sci-
ences, said Calderón-Garcidueñas 
wasn’t hired as a research profes-
sor, which means a lack of fund-
ing won’t jeopardize her job. And 
paying for things out of pocket isn’t 
unheard of, he said.
Having gone two years without 
a grant himself, Bridges said the 
NIH cut its budget in recent years, 
and is less likely to take risks on re-
search projects.
It is difficult for smaller schools 
and states to get grants, he said. 75 
percent to 80 percent of NIH fund-
ing goes to five states, and schools 
like Harvard and Johns Hopkins, 
Bridges said.
“With less and less funding, 
they approve a fewer number of 
grants,” he said. “Maybe 10 to 15 
grants out of 100 are granted.”
Bridges said it’s not unusual for 
his faculty members to buy books, 
journal subscriptions and mem-
berships to meetings and societies, 
but the lack of funding for research 
is not unique to his department.
Calderón-Garcidueñas said her 
research is also controversial be-
cause it connects a disease to the 
environment.
The research goes beyond iden-
tifying what causes Alzheimer’s 
and seeks to find ways to protect 
the brain.
Calderón-Garcidueñas and her 
team used chocolate to protect the 
brains of animals and children, 
and it worked. She said giving chil-
dren chocolate to prevent Alzhei-
mer’s doesn’t take nearly as much 
money as giving them medication 
when they already have the dis-
ease.
“I had to pay from my pocket 
for the chocolate to do the study,” 
she said. “Prevention doesn’t make 
a lot of money, let’s put it that way.”
erin.loranger@umontana.edu
@eeloranger
FEATURE
PHOTO
UM student Ian Truscott cleans out the University Center garden beds to prep for spring planting. Truscott has been an employee for the 
University Gardens for over a year and a half. “I’m really excited to start planting for the spring. You can already see the purple and yellow 
Crocus flowers coming back to life,” Truscott said. 
Sydney MacDonald/Montana Kaimin
